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Speech of Mr. Parrott 



The Hoase having nniJer consideratii 
hill (H. R. No. 23) for the admission of E 
into the Union- 
Mr. PAREOTT said: 

Mr. Speaker: I do not propose, under all 
the circumstances, to inflict ofl the House an 
elaborate speech in regard to the merely politi 
ca! qnestions eoonected with Kansas Terntorj , 
but I should do injustice, both to myself and 
to my constituents, if I did not come forward 
and meet the objections brought by the gentle- 
man who has made the minority report. I shall 
do so in a spirit of frankness and candor, sub- 
mitting myself fairly, and cheerfully e-'en. to 
int«rrogatoriea from al! sides of the H< 



itili 



LV more : if any reasonable man ahall be- 
,bat 1 have not fairly met every ol: 
tbat haa been made, Iwiil give up this 



:t every objectio 



veray, go out of the House, and ask my con- 
stituents to send somebody here who does un- 
derstand their case. The cause itself is unan- 
swerable. _ I shall meet, then, every objection, 
and meet it fairly and squarely. 

When the Lecompton Constitution was ad- 
judged to be a fraud, two years ago, in this 
House, and when, with a singular stultiScation, 
aa it seems to me, men could be found in ibis 
House ready to pronounce it a fraud, and at 
&e same time to tender it to the people of 
Kansas as their organic law ; when, I say, that 
Constitution was stricken down, there sprung 
out of it that mean and false contrivance known 
as the English bill. 

The tide of that bill was a false tiae; ita 
provisions were deceitful and "double. It is 
entitled " An act to admit the State of Kansas 
into the Union," when everybody knows that 



I it was intended to keep the State of Kansas 
out of the Union. For, sir, we all know that 
the people of the Territory had rejected the 
Lecompton Constitution. They sent a Dele- 
gate to this House to protest against its ac- 
ceptance, Trfiich protest I entered eariy and 
often during that controversy. It was known 
they had rejected it, when, on a specific issue 
made, they polled a vote of five thousand ma- 
jority against it, ia January of 1858 ; and it 
was, moreover, known tbat that Lecompton 
Constitution, which was pretended to be rati- 
fied in December of 1857, was the culminating 
point of a long series of fraoda and aggressions 
on the rightsof the people of tie Territory. 

Sir, I was amazed, the other day, to hear the 
distinguished member from Alabama, [Mr. 
CuRBT,] who baa a reputation for ingenuona- 
ness, paying postbumous honors to the Le- 
compton, Constitution. I ask that gentleman 
to look at the votes polled in certain precincla 
in the December election of 1857, in the pre- 
tended submission of the Lecompton Constitu- 
tion. Let him look at Oxford, and Kickapoo, 
and Delaware Crossing, and compare the vote 
then reported with the returns from those pre- 
cincts at every general election since, up to 
this time, and note the disparity. The muster- 
ed clans and hosts of December, 1857, at Oi- 
and Kickapoo, whither have they gone ? 
Ask the political conjurers who summoned 
these mythical myriads to appear upon the 
stage for the accomplishment of sinister de- 

At no election since that pretended afiair, 
have al! these precincts combined polled more 
than three or four hundred votes ; and yet, sir, 
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if you snbtracl the tiousanda which were 
polled there in December, 185T, joq would 
have the Lecompton Constitution left naked- 
stripped of the factilvoas «ote through which it 
was sought to be juggled off upon the credulity 
of Congress and the connfry. 

Sir, I do not know that I should mjaelf be 

Solitically displeased to find that those who 
iffer with me honestly and conscientiously, 
regarding the policy of our country in respect 
to Blavery, are so far pressed to the wall as to 
stand ana plant themselves upon the ground of 
the Lecompton Constitution. It is, sir, a con- 
fession of weakness ;.and I am. not at all ap- 
prehensive that the judgment of history will 
he disturbed or misled in regard to the merits 
of that measure. That judgment has been al- 
ready pronounced in every section of the coun- 
try ; for, has not a distinguished Senator [Mr. 
HiiMONDJ of South Carolina said, in language^ 
if not very elegant, at lea»ti idioiiiiitic, that i' 
ought to have been " kicked out of Congress 
the moment it was presented there ? 

But, sir, this English bill was a proposition 
odious and offensive to the people of the Terri- 
tory. It was hardly less revolting, I hope, to 
the country at large, on account of its inte 
discrimination against the inatitutions of 
free Slates. It prescribes one rule for the ad- 
naisBion of a slave Stat«, and another, with 
superadded and onerous conditions, for a fcee 
Slate. It is thus partial, invidious, and unfair. 
What have the people of Kansas said, in reply ? 
In effect, " We desirs admission into tlie U. ' 
' bat not such admission ; we desire, i: 
' come into the Union, to come with our honor 
' untarnished ayd unsullied— on an equal foot- 
' ing with the original States-riiot only as a 
' confederate, but as a coequal in the faniiiy of 

I shall say nowhere, in the course of my 
marts, that the people of Kauaas have bl. 
cumbed to the provieiona of the English bill. 
I should despise myself and diabonor them if 
I believed, they ever had it in coutempiation to 

five way to its provisions. .What nest, sir? 
hey have seen fit to form apolher Constitution, 
and the Presidant of the United States has 
come forward, and, in la,nguage nearly identical 
with that of the minority report, addressed to 
tte Thirty^fifth Congress, has anticipated the 
formation of the Coustitutioa, and declared it 
to be a revolutionary act. 

Mr. BflEKSDALEl I understood the gen- 
tleman to say just now that the people of K,an- 
Sfishave not succam,bed to the.Bnslish hill. 

Mr. PiBROTT. Yea, air. 

Mr. BARKSDALB. 1 desire to ask him if 
they did not vote under ita. provisions ? 

Mr. PARROTT. I will answer that they did 
vote, but they were not parties to that law. 
Thej' repudiated its restrictive clause as inop- 
erative, for reasons which I shall presently 
state. I ask you— I put it to the gentleman 
from MiflsiBsippi — whrther it could be fairlj; 



said that, having rejected the Lecompton Con- 
stitution, they were bound by all the provisions 
of that bill? 

Mr. BiRKSDALE. Why, sir, I hold that 
they were bonnd by the provisions of that bill. 
That is the point which I have made. Whether 
they voted or not, it was their duty to do it; 
and 1 hold it was their duty 1o obey all the 
provisions of that bill. Hence I am opposed 
to the admission of Kansas upon that very 
ground : that she would be admitted in palpa^ 
hie violation of the law passed by Congress. 

Mr. PARROTT. I must pass on, Mr. Speak- 
er. The people of Kansas have presented an- 
other Constitution here, and I wiab, before I 
advance to the consideration of specific objec- 

Mr. COX. Before the gentleman leaves that 
point, I beg that he will allow me to ask'him 
a qoestion. 

Mr. PABEOTT. r yield to the geutleman 
for that purpose. , 

Mr. COX. He says that the people of Kan- 
sas never, in any way, recognised that bill of 



Is that his state- 
Mr. PARROTT. I said they had never auc- 
cumbed to the reslriclim jaovisiona of that bill. 
Mr. COX.^ Oh, no I you did not use the 
words "restrictive provisions." 

Mr. PARROTT. Well, I say that now, apd 
I said that before. 

Mr. COX, Well, I ask my friend, iit. justice 
to the men who voted for that bill, to fmawer 

this question 

Mr. PARROTT. I do not want to be drawn 
from the line of my argnm«nt. 

Mr, COX Ah, but the gentleman muat state 
the truth as it occurred there, and it is this : 
that, in jjurauance. of the provisions of that bill, 
clearly followed in every particular by the 
commissi Offers, th^re was an oiection in Kt(n,- 
sas ; and by that election, the sense of the 
people was taken, aud Lecompton, as the 
ohaitma-n of the Committee on Territories said" 
this mprcing, was throttled and killed by it; 
aJid it was intended, by many of tia men who 
voted for that bill, to give that very opportunity 
to the people to break down that CouBtitution 
which they apurned. 

_ Mr. PARROTT. The gentleman is vindica- 
ting his own action, and not asking me a ques- 
' ' I. I cannot yield for such a purpose. 

fr. COX. The gentleman knows that Qov- 
or Denver himself, hy official proclamation, 
following up the provisions of that conference 
bill, pioolaimed the number of votes cast, and 
at the end of his proclamstion, in pursuance of 
that very cooferenco bill, declared that the 
Lecompton Constitution was not the choice of 
the people of Kansas. 

Mr. PARROTT. I cannot, yield any longer 
to the gentleman. He does not inteirogata 

Mr. MONTGOMEay. Will the geatlemMi 
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from Kansas allow me to answer tie gentle- 
man from Ohio? 

Mr. PARROTT. No ; I mnat decline to jield 
further. I shall come to that point preaentlj. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. I will do it in one 
ininnte. 

Mr. PAEBOTT. I am coming to that direct- 
ly. I was about to say, when I waa ioterrupt- 
ed, that this eaae is to be discriminated from 
preceding applications made by this Territory 
for admiasioG into the Dnion. Kansas has 
once been admitted by the House of Eepreseat- 
ativea ae a Stale ; upon another occasion, it has 
been admitted by the Senate ; and npon a third 
occasion, when both bonses conjoined to invite 
her into the Union, the proposals were declined. 
Bal, sir, these were eonl«ata of factions ; they 
rested npon pecaliar and political grounds, and 
not upon arguments of the intrinsic fitnefis ol 
the Territory to become a State, by reason ol 
the numbers, the homogenousneas, tbe aggre- 
gate or distributiye wealth, of its people, or atiy 
argument of economy. It is due to candor that 
thus much should be stated,. 
. These preceding appiieatioos were urged oi 
the ground of political necessity, arising out o 
tbe confusion and disorder prevalent in thi 
Territory. For example; the Topeka Consti 
tutioo was passed by those friendly to tbe es- 
tablishment of free institutions, because the 
Territorial Government had been wrested from 
the hands of the settlers, and there was no legal 
relief, except in the adoption of that Constitu- 
tion. Tbe Leconiptoa Constitution was passed 
for exactly opposite reasons, because the usurp- 
ers and invaders would be driven out of tbe 
Territory, and all their years of struggle, and 
tbe nuripe fruits of invasion, would be thrown 
away, unless that Constitution could be ratified 
by Congress, But this is a different case; it 
stands npon the intrinsic fitness of tbe country 
to heconie a Slate. Tbe Territorial Legislature 
initiated the measure by passing a law for the 
regulation of the subject. Admonished by the 
haste and imperfection of previous attempts in 
w prepared to move forward 



tbia behalf, tl 



bv slow and gradual steps, consulting the pe( 
pie at every stage, so that if, at any time, froi 
first to last, the popular voice failed to buoy up 
the movement, it must drop and be lost— the 
whole scheme failed. In the first place, the 
specific question was aubiuitted, whether the 
change was desirable; and it was passed npon 
as a separate and distinct question, unmixed 
with anything else, at an election appointed for 
that purpose only. It occasioned but little sur- 
prise to rae that this queation failed to elicit a 
vote proportioned to its great importance, and 
a much less universal expression than could be 
desired in a business of this magnitude. 

In the first place, abstract questions of this 
kmd rarely engage, ardently and deeply, tbe 
popular attention ; but in the present case, I 
attribute tbe light vote chiefly to the fact that 
tbe public mind, long kept on a tension strain- 



ing after tbe public safety, naturally underwent 
a reaction, and inclined lo repose when the 
flcjise of immediate danger no longer threaten- 
ed. The summing up of the vote showed a 
majority of five to one in favor of the State 
movement. In the next place, the Convention 
having been called, came an election for dele- 
gates to represent the people therein. This 
question excited a universal interest and a, 
warm contest in every district of the Territory. 
The delegates were chosen; tbe Convention 
met; a Constitution was framed. It was sub- 
mitted for ratification some two months after 
its adoption by the Convention and its publica- 
tion and circulation among tbe people. The 
election was again a special one, for this pur- 
pose, and for this alone. The Constitution waa 
ratified by two-thirds of tbe votes cast ; and I 
think I may reasonably assume, that but for 
false ai-gumenls employed to mislead the public 
mind in respect to some material clanses of the 
instrument — particularly the article on suf- 
frage — the vote against it would have beea 
wholly insignificant. In point of fact, there- 
fore, tbe Constitution may betaken as accept- 
able to nearly the entire body of the people of 
the Territory. Npr does ihis approval stand 
alone. The sober second tbought of the people 
wanting ; for it was put in issue again in 
the election of a Delegate, among whose prom- 
inent duties would be that which I am n^w at- 
tempting to perform, to wit; the pressing of the 
Coi^titutiou npon Congress ; and in this the 
former emphatic expression was renewed. 
Finally, a third time, this judgment was reap 
firmed in electing State officers and a State 
Legislature from the ranks of tbe party friendly 
to the Constitution, Thus it appears now, be- 
yond doubt or cavil, that the public interest and 
approval, not strong in tbe first part, rose at 
last lo a height of zeal corresponding to tbe 
magnitade of the movement, and bore up by 
heavy and repeated verdicts, through many 
trials, the friends of a State Government under 
" is Constitution. 

This much is clear, and can form no part of 
any conlroveray arising out of the consideralion 
ofthiesubieet: that the people of tbe Territory 



Government; that they constituted a Conven- 
'of delegates, freely and fairly chosen from 

ng themselves, to make such Constitution ; 

and, finally, that they did thrice declare their 
entire and unqualified approval and acceptance 
of the instrument framed and submitted to them 



Tbe first inquiry which presents itaelfis, were 
the people in tbe exercise of a legitimate power 
in doing what they have done? The practice 
of the Government bas not been uniform in re- 
apect to the preliminary steps towards a State 
Government. In some instances, perhaps in 
most. Congress bas authorized the people, by 
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what ia called an enabling act, to frame a Goq- 
atitution preparatory to application for admia- 
sioD iuto the Union ; in other, and not a fern 
inatauces, the people have proceeded on theic 



!r been serioaslj 



1 thia c; 
that their right to dosoh 
called in question ; at anyrate, 
that the eJcerciae of this power by the peopli 
has never been deprecated or condemned bj 
CongresB aa illegal or revolutionary. 

This right is now put in issue. It ia said by 
tt* President of the United Statea, and said by 
the distinguiahed gentleman from Miaaonri, 

SMr, Clark,] whoae signature ia appended to 
lis minority report, that the people of Kanaaa 
had no right to make a Constitution. Mr. 
Speaker, there are few political heresies known 
to the world that this Adminiatratiou has not 
iallen into, and one of the worst and most 
^orions to our progressive society ia the dogi 
in which he announcea that one Congress ce 
not repeal a law made by another Congres 
that our laws, like those of the Medea and P 
siana, are irrerersible. I now pass to consider 
whether the people of a Territory can be r 
atricted of a constitutional privilege, and whethi 
this act is aneh a privilege. 

Mr. CL4BK, of Missouri. Will the gentle- 
man from Kansas allow me to say 

Mr. PAREOTT. I cannot yield now. I am 
atthismomentapeaking of the President. I will 
come to you in a momenL [Laaghter.l The 
President aays, in his measage to the Thirty- 
fifth Congress, second session, he does not pre- 
sume the people of Kansas will have the hardi- 
hood to frame another Constitution without the 
consent of Congreaa. And now, sir, what is 
the application of the people of Kansas upon 
which we are now to act, but an application 
npon their part to Congress to repeal the re- 
strictive clause of the Engliah bill? Is it law- 
less for the people of Kansas to petition Con- 
gKaa for a redreaa of their grievances ? That; 
air, ia no new queation ; but it presents the 
very point in iaaue. In the year 1836, in the 
case of Arkansas, thia whole question waa pre- 
aented, diacuaaed, and decided— that the pre- 
aentation of aConstitution, framed by a Constitu- 
tional Convention, was nothing but an exercise 
of the great constitutional prerogative of the 
people to petition Congress for a redress of their 
grievances. And this is the mode ; this is the 
particular degree of relief for which they have 
prayed. 

Attorney General Butier, speaking of this 
Arkansas case, said, in relation to the right of 
the people of a Territory in this respect: 

^ " They undoubtedly possess the ordinary priv- 
' ileges and immnnitiea of citiEena of the United 
' States, Among these ia the right of the peo- 
' pie peaceably to assemble and petition the 

Government for the redreaa of grievances. In 

I the esereise of this right, the inhabitants 

* * may meet together in primary 

' assemblies or in Convention * * * for 



' the purpose of p^itioniug Congress to abro- 
' gate the Territorial Government, and to admit 
' them into the Union aa an independent State. 
' The partieular form which they may give to 
' their petition cannot be material, so long as 
' they confine themselves to the mere right of 
' petitioning, and conduct all their proceedings 
' in a peaceable manner. If, therefore, they see 
' proper to accompany their petition by a writ- 
' ten Constitution, framed and agreed on by 
' them, * » « I perceive no legal ob- 
' jeotion to their right to do so," 

Solsaynow, to the gentleman from Missouri. 
When he assumes that the people of Kansaa 
are guilty of lawlessness, because they have 
assembled in Convention, I tell him that hia 
English bill is inoperative and void, because it 
ia in contravention of the right guarantied by 
the Constitation to the people, peaceably to as- 
semble and petition OongreaB for a redress of 
their grievances. 

But, sir, right here let loe observe to that 
gentleman, that there is another point to which 
I wish to call his attention. He has been very 
free in bringing in a bill of indictment against 
the people whom 1 represent; and I must be 
allowed to observe, with all due respect to him, 
it comes with peculiar infelicity from a cit- 
of Missouri in bis place here to charge the 
,le of Kansas with lawlessness and disor- 
der. All now see clearly the true aspect of this 
feature of the ease, notwithstanding the most 
iduatrious efforts have been made to conceal 
it from the public eye. It is now known, as 
well aa anything ever can or will be known, 
that it was the repeated raids of ruffians and 
■throats of Miaaouri, with a view to over- 
whelm the infant settlements of the Territory, 
tbat first set burning in Kansas Territory the 
fire that afterwards spread all over the land, 
and recently broke out with such fatal fierce- 
:ss at Harper's Ferry, in Virginia. 
Mr, CLARK, of Miaaouri, I ask the gentie- 
an to allow me to say that he is in great er- 
r, both in his remarks and in the apiril in 
which he delirera them, against the people of 
Missouri. 

Mr. PAEROTT. I was not speaking of the 
people of Miaaouri. 

Mr. CLARK, of Miaaouri. The gentleman 
la in error, aa the history of the times will 

Mr. PAREOTT. The gentleman must iiot 
take up my time by going into a prolonged dis- 
cussion of that matter ; we can do that, if neces- 
sary, another time. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I just want to 
say that the history of the times will ahow that 
it was, if men went into Kanaaa from Miasouri 
for unlawful purposes, they were inatigated to 
" " there by the persons who were selected and 

it out by the emigrant aid societies of New 
England. [Laughter on the Republican aide."! 

Mr. THAYER. The gentieman from Kan- 

s yields to me to reply to the remark of the 
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. gentleman from Miasoori [Mt. Ciark] in rela- 
tion to the New England Emigrant Aid Com- 
pany. On several oceasiona I have aought 
the floor, nhen eliatges have heen made here 
againat that company, for the purpose of show- 
ing what it was, and how it acted, I have, in 

. one speech made in this hall, defined its opera- 
tions ; I have shown it to he simply a bnsineas 
organization, conducted on basineaa principles, 
for the purpose of making investments in the 
Territory of Kansas, They never paid any 
one's expenses to that Territory; they never ex- 
pended one dollar in the purchase of arma for 
any of the people who went to that Territory ; 
they never made any conirihalions of money in 
the shape of gifts at any time ; they had in 
view simply and always legitimate business pur- 
poses; and if they failed to conduct their oper- 
ations upon legitimate business principles, they 
were amenable to the courts of justice when- 
ever tbey violated the rules that govern busi- 
ness corporations ; but that has never been 
charged ; no suit has ever been brought against 

Mr. REAGAN W 11 th gentleman from 
Massachnaetta p m t m to ask him whether 
tie project of th m g a t aid prmect did 
not originate am ng t p 1 1 ans in Washing- 
ton city, for the a rapl shm nt of political 



Mr, THAYEE N On the contrary, 

I originated tb plan m If J framed tie 
charter of that Em ant A d Company, 
laid every limb th plan f its ocganizi 

tion, and am al esp n ble for it, I wt 

a member of th M a hu tt Legislature i 
Uie time; and if the Kansas and Nebraska bill 
had not passed, I would have applied the ener- 
gies of the company to some other purpose; bnt 
fliat bill having passed, I thought it opened 
very good field for operation. 

Mr, REAGAN. Will the gentleman allow 
me to propound another question ? 

Mr. PARBOTT. I must object to my 
being consumed hy this interlocutory di 

Mr. EEAQAN. I only wished to ask the 
gentleman whether the plan had not previously 
been set on foot here, in Washington, by " 
atora and Representatives in Congress, t< 
oomplish a political purpose? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair 
most arrest this irregular discussion, unleE 
gentleman from Kansas yields. 

Mr. PARBOTT. I ean^pt yield, unless the 
House will extend my time. 

Mr. THAYER. If the gentleman from Kan- 
sas is willing to give me the opportunity, I 
should be glad to answer the gentleman from 
Tezas ; and I ask him to repeat hts question. 

Mr. REAGAN. What I asked was, whether 
the movement of which he speaka in Massa- 
chusetts, waa not subsequent to the setting on 
foot of a scheme for an emigrant aid society 



this city, by politicians, for polltica! pur- 
ises, during the winter of 1854. 
Mr. THAYER. On the contrary, that was 
ibseqaent to the origin of this Emigrant 
Aid Company in Massaehnsetts, As early as 
February, 1854, the plan of this company waa 
formed and published in Massachusetts. The 
Kansas and Nebraska bill was not passed until 
in that year, and some movement was 
by politicians here in Washington rela- 
) some kind of a society to settle Kansas, 
I think in June or July of that year. But this 
Washington scheme never was put in opera- 
tion. If there was anything that took prece- 
dence of this emigrant aid organization, it was 
the blue lodges of Missouri, [laughter,] which 
were, I believe, formed prior to that time ; and 
which had resolved that the Yankees should 
^ into Kansas, if bayonets and revolvers 
could keep them out. The Emigrant Aid So- 
ciety, however, never sent any men there ex- 
cept peaceable men, who went to Kansas ior 
peaceable and friendly purposes. The com- 
pany never so much as inquired what were 
their politics. Among ila original corporators 
were Whigs, Democrats, and Fcee-Soilers. If 
its labors and investments and encouragement 
of emigration have resulted in making Kansas 
a free State, . as gentlemen claim, X have only 
to say it was done according to law. 
Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. Will the gentle- , 

Mr. PARROTT. I cannot yield further. I 
cannot atop now to disouas emigcant aid socie- 
ties or blue lodges. I know all about those 
companies. I received no aid in going to Kan- 
sas myself, and I believe a vast majority of the 
people who went to Kansas went there witbont 
the aid of the New England Emigrant Aid So- 
ciety, though the efforts of that associatiMi 
were doubtless well meant. I am discussing 
the charge brought forward against my con- 
stituency; and I wish' to say, now and here, 
that it is false and slanderous to charge that 
they have ever resisted the laws of the United 
States, or that they are disloyal or revolution- 
ary, either in any part of their history or in 
their present attitude. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I ask the gentle- 
man if history will prove that the people of 
Kansas have not resisted indictments ? 

Mr. PARROTT. I am going to tell yon 
about that in a few moments. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I object to these 
interruptions. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. And I wish to 
ask the gentleman, at the same time, whether 
ha intended to apply the language, " false and 
Blanderous," to me 7 

Mr. PARROTT. Not at all, I disclaim any 
disrespect to the gentleman from Missouri. I 
am answermg the gentleman's argument. I 
am answering a printed argument addressed to 
this House ; and, if the judgment of this Honse 
be that I am trespassing upon its rules of ord^. 
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I will not pnrsne this line of remark further. 
[Cries of ''GoonI" "Goonl"] 

Mr. Speaker, the gentlemaa from Missouri 
[Mr. Clabk] wanta me to tell ■bim whether the 
people of Kaasaa hare not resisted indictments. 
God forbid that I should wer deny that the 
people of Kanaaa did resist the execution of 
the Territorial laws. That, sir, in my judg- 
ment, constitutes one of the chiefest glories of 
ttat people in their memorable struggle for 
the preservation of their persona! and political 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I hope the gentle- 
maa will permit me to make a suggeatioii. Did 
lie people of Kansas confine their reaiatance 
entirely to Territorial laws ? 

fe-PARROir. Thevdid; but I am now 
on the point of the Territorial laws. Mr. 
Speaker, I recognise nothing as law, except 
the wiJl of the people legally expressed ; and 
the laws resisted by iny consUtuencj — or eva- 
ded, ia the bettw term, though I do not shrink 
from anything in this respect; 1 say they were 
spanons and nnH— the laws they evaded, sir, 
were not the will of the people legally eipresa- 
ed. No, «r, they were the enactments of a 
Missouri mob, clodied with the thin semhiance 
of law. They were made in fraud. Thej were 
themselves .fraud. They were intended to pro- 
mote and encourage fraud. By means of these 
pretended euaetmentai the moat reSned cruelty 
was practiced, through the connivance of tl 
Difltoict Conrt— a crealjon of the nsnrpatioo- 
ander whcse process grand juries were packed 
and indictments fabricated against innocent 
men. The Government never had the hardi- 
hood to bring theae cases before a traverse 
i^- ^^^1 sir, they were only executed by the 
Wd of Federal appointees, sent to that Territory 
from abroad. The largest bounties of Federal 
patronage stimulated these competing scoun- 
lirels to outdo each other in works of infamous 
rweaJity. [Sensation and laughter.] They 
nev^ found, and they never eouM find, citizens 
of Kansas Territory who would staud up in fa- 
Tor of these pretended lawa. 

Sir, when you come to speak of devotion to 
law, I challenge any man to show me a con- 
Btitnency which has sacrificed more in behalf 
of the inatitntions aod laws of the couotry than 
that which I am proud to represent and defend 
Bpon this floor. They have submitted even to 
the color of Federal authority, in my judg- 
ment, not always wisely; but they have done 
BO. They- have had their peacealjle political 
conventions broken np by United States sol- 
diery. They have had their homes desolated 
and laid waste, and their lives imperilled, by 
commissioned mobs, sailing through the coun- 
try for the purpose of hontmg out and hound- 
ing down every man who resisted their cruel 
esactions. The whole land has been filled 
with the fury ftnd passions of Pandemonium 
1^ the exercise of pretended Federal authority 



I that Territory. They have always anbmitt«d 
< these esactiona, however unjaat. 
I know that it ia indeed difficult for men to 
aintain such a position ; and I am oot at all 
^priaed, Mr. Spe.aker, that partisan eeal 
Should have heaped upon my constitaeney the 
charge of revolutionary conduct. It is indeed 
difficult to draff the line between legitimate 
and illegitimate opposition. They have chosen, 
■"- to submit, aod to take the conaequences, 
™ .. lesser evil than the odium of insurrection. 
There may have been— there has been— an oc- 
casional exceptional adventurer, who, in the 
fury of passion, raised his arm against the au- 
thority of the United States ; but that has been 
a bubble up™ the surfece— a pimple on the 
skin— the great popular heart has been aweet 
and sound to the core in loyalty and devotioJi 
.„ the institutions of the country. So much for 

I qome now, Mr. Speaker, to consider further 
the objections which are stated in the minority 
report. It is said that there are not enough 
people in the Territory ; and that, sir, ia said 
by the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Clabk,] 
the face of the fact, that, with little more 
.^an One-half the present population, he prof- 
fered a willing and long-continued support to 
the Lecompton Constitution, But these ob- 
jectors are of two classes : the first, who deny 
that there is sufficient population in the Terri- 
tory; and the aecond, who, if there be suffi- 
cient population, deny that that sufficiency has 
been legally ascertained. I reply to the first 
class by saying.it is not true in point of fact 
that there are not ninety three thousand people 
iQ the Territory of Kansas. I have four dis- 
tinct sources from which I derive my informa- 
tion upon that subject. The first is, the actual 
vote polled at the general elections of 1B59 ; 
the second, registered voters of the Temtory ; 
the third, a census taken by the people ; and 
the fourth, the taxable property aseeased by the 
assessors of the Territory; They all agree in 
making the aggregate population of the Ter- 
ritory at least ninety-three thousand people. 

I will say here, in answer to the interroga- 
tory of the gentleman from New Jersey, [Mr. 
Adrain,] put to me a while ago, that the popu- 
lation of Kansas does not fall short of one hun- 
dred thousand, in my judgment. We haKe, 
twenty thousand people registered of 



jYTiL Lwcuiy tucjuf^ana peop.^ .-^=.-j.wj 
^. .,,^ months' residence. We have, in the geo- 
ond place, two general elections— the election 
on the ratification of the Constitution, and the 
election for Dele^tea to Congress— at each of 
which, 17,000 votea were cast. I ask gentlemen 
upon all sides, who are familiar with these 
things, how many voters they suppose, in a 
scattered Territory like oura, from some' ina- 
bility or another, were kept away from the 
poUs ? It is not too much to say, and hardly, 
I think, too much to ask from a candid oppo- 
nent, the concession that there must be at 
least, when seventeen thousand voles have 
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been polled at three general ekctiona, twenty 
thousand voters in that Territorv. 

Mr. REAGAN. Let me put a questio. ,^ 
the gentleman. 1 do bo for the purpose of 
eliciting iufonuatjon. Is the number of popu- 
lation stated by the gentleman the number 
that is included within the boundaries of the 
proposed new State, as prescribed in the pend- 
ing bill ; or are the people outside of the west- 
ern boondary of the proposed new State in- 
cluded in bis statement? Does he embrace 
tlie Pike's Peak settlers ? 

Mr. PABROTT. I am going to consider the 
censQB, about which somelhitig has already 
been aaid ; and I may eay, in reference to the 
interrogatory of the gentleman from Texas, 
|Mr. Rbaoan,] that the population diacloeed 
by these elections, and by the census which has 



, , --le of it, included in the ic- 
gion cat off and now known as Pike's Peak. 

Mf.'REAGAN. Let me understand the gen- 
tleman. Does he say that his aggregate em- 
braces none of the people of what is known as 
the Pike's Peak region. 

Mr. PARROTT. I say that the people who 
live m what is now known as Pike's Peak, and 
outside of the western bonndary of the pro- 
poEed new Stale, are not Jncladed in any of 
these estimates. 

Mr, BARK8DALE. Has the gentleman in 
his possession the returns taken under the cen- 
sus? If ho has, I would like to have the exact 
figures. 

Mr. PARBOTT. I am eoming to that. I am 
reluctant, Mr. Speaker, to put my own testi- 
mony in; but it will be remembered by gentle- 
men, aad it has been reproduced here this 
morning, that the Delegate from Oregon, when 
similarly situated to myself, offered his testi- 
mony, and It was accepted, and I believe acted 
upon at least by a respectable portion of the 
opposite side of the House, It la for this rea- 
son that I have, in this connection, stated my 
own conviction of the sufficiency of population. 
i hold in my hand a report made by a commit- 
tee-the Committee on Elections of the late 
-lemtonal Legislature of Kansas. I call the 
flUen^on of the gentleman from Mississippi 
JMr. BiRKSDALB] to it. It is a report on an 
icupertect and fragmentary census taken in 
. June, 1859, fay order o^, the Legislature, for 
purposes of taxation, haVing no reference to 
^e reciuirementa of the English bill. None of 
the cottuties are fuHy reported, and many made 
no return at all. What I am now goine l« 

Ugi;Kre"~°''''^''*''^''«''^'''^'-' 
Mr. BaRKSDALE, I would inquire if that 
census was taken under an act authotiaed by 
the Legislature of Kansas, 

Mr.PAEEOTT. I so stated. Since that 
time, the immigratioa into Kansas has been un- 
precedented, I was saying, that the Commit- 
tee on Elections in the Legislature of Kansas I 



to which was referred the subject of the eensita, 
reported as follows : ' 

" The Committee on Elections, to whom w«g 
referred the subject of the census, have had 
'the subject under consideration, and ask leave 
to submit the following report : 
" Your committee have examined the ue- 
turns as submitted with the Governor's mea- 
aage, and find from information obtained from 
the clerks of the several counties returaedj 
and members who represent those counties in 
both branches of the Legislature, that the re- 
turns are very imperfect; that in many coun- 
ties only partial returns have been received by 
the Executive, as required by law. 
" Your committee find that Doniphan eonn- 
ty has returned, from four townships, eleven 
hundred and eleven registered votes, and a 
population of thirty-five hundred and nine ; 
and, from reliable information before the com- 
inittee, Hie registers of that county now show 
^ a registered vote of over eighteen hundred, 
which would make an additional population 
of about three thousand. 
"Atchison returned nine hundred and sixty- 
three registered votes and a population of 
^ thirty seven hundred and twenty-three, and 
now has on the register about two thousand 
votiCs, which would make an additional popu- 
' lation of forty-two hundred, 
^ " Eiley county is not returned, in which there 
are now about six hundred and fifty votes, 
With a population of about twenty-sis han- 
' dred. 

" Leavenworth county has retucnod a vote of 
three thousand four hundred and forty-five: 
' and a population irf twelve thousand one hnn*' 
^ dred and twenty-tiS). The population at that 
time in the Eitj of Leavenworth was nearly 
' the amonnt returned from the whole connty. 
From the most reliable information obtained 
' from persons well acquainted and represent- 
ing that connty here, the county contains a 
' population of sixteen thousand, making an 
' additional population of about four thousand. 
" From information from tJie deputy clerk of 
' Lykens county, between three and four hun- 
dred registered voters do not appear in the re- 
' port, that were repstered in that county, whieh 
'would make an additional population of about 
' sixteen hundred. 

"Morris, Pottawatomie, and Washington 
■ counties, only partial returns, and in some of 
[ the counties where there are six hundred 
[ voters, with a population of twenty-five hnn- 
; dred, only fifty to two hundred registered 
' votes returned, 

^ " In Ure five counties above mentioned, there 
is returned a population of seventeen hundred 
and eighteen, and a vote of six hundred and 
sixty-four, in the aggregate being less than 
one-tiiird ot the actual vote or population in 
said counties, which, if added to the popula- 
tion now returned, would swell fie population 
to the number of about seven thousand; 
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' This calculation is based on the information 
' of persons liying in those counties, who have 
' examined the census returns and register. 
' The census returns, aa exhibited in the report 
' of the Governor, show great neglect on the 
' part of the aasessors in many of the town- 
' ships, and in many of the moat populous 
' counties. Besides the five mentioned above, 
' only three out of five, or five ont of eight of 
' the townships, have -been returned to the Ex- 
' ecntive, showing conclusively that a very 
' large population exists in those counties, of 
' which your committee have not been able to 
' collect any information as to the real number. 
"Your committee also find no returns from 
' the counties of Clay, Dickinson, McGee, 
' Osage, Wilson, and Dorn, and the smallest 
' estimate that can be made is one hundred 
' and fiiiy votes to each county, making a total 
' vote of nine hundred, with a population of at 
' least thirty-four hundred. This calculation 
' is not based on the rapid increase of popnla- 
' tion which has been continually. pouring into 
' these fertile counties for the last eight months. 
" The returns, as reported by the Governor, 
' show a partial and incorrect census, as taken 
' in the month of June, 1859, since which 
' the emigration into Kansas has been unpre- 
' cedented. The whole amount of population, 
' as reported by the Governor at the regular 
' session, was seventy-one thousand seven hun- 
' dred and seventy ; to which, if we add the 
' calculation as estimated in the 
' counties partially returned, and from which 
' we have no return, the population, up to the 
^ 1st day of July, 1859, would amount to about 
'J ninety-seven thousand five hundred and 
' seventy, in which is n" included a large 
' number of the most populous counties, from 
' which there have been only a part of the 
'townships returned to the .Executive. Your 
' committee are of the opinion that it will he 
' very difficult to obtain any correct census of 
' many of those counties upon the frontier of 
' the Territory, where the officers do not either 
< qualify at ali, and enter upon the discharge 
' of their duties, or manifest such gross indif- 
' ference and stupidity as not to make a return 
' in any way to comply with the law, either in 
' taking or returning the census. Many of the 
' counties have not been organized, and there- 
' fore have no officers, notwithsta,udiDg they 
' have a large population, of which your com- 
' mittee have not been able to collect any cor- 

" Your committee are of the opinion that the 
' rapid increase of wealth and population in 
' this Territory, and the manifest desire of ali 
' classes of our prosperous and energetic '"'■ 
* zens, demand that some legislation be 
' relative to the taking of the future ce 
' and other valuable statistics of this Territory. 

" Your committee have, vrith some care and 
' labor, prepared a hill and tabular form, which 
' they believe will meet the demands of the 



;ase at this time, and ask leave to submit the 

lame with tiis report, and recommend its 

aassage. " P. P. Eldbb, Ghairmin, 

"F. M. CnaisTisoff. 
"J. C. Lambdin." 

Mr. JOHN COCHBANB. What committee 

iported that?- 

Mr. PARROTT. The Committee on Eleo- 
..ons of the Legislature of Kanaas, and it is 
signed by Messrs. Elder, Laitbdin, and Christi- 
son; the last named is a Democrat. 

For the purpose of testing the accuracy of 
that calculation, allow me.to call the attention 
of those who are listening to this part of my 
argument, to a comparison of what the com- 
mittee reported, and some returns which I my- 
self have taken the pains to procure. For ex- 
ample, they say ; 

"Your committee find that Doniphan county 
' has returned from four townships eleven hun- 
' dred and eleven registered votes, and a.popu- 
'lation of thirty-five hundred and nine; and, 
' from reliable information before the commit- 
' tee, the registers of that county now show a 
' registered vote of over eighteen hundred, which 
' would make an additional population of about 
' three thousand." 

I hold in my hand the returns fromthe county 
clerk of Doniphan county, sworn to and certi- 
fied by a notary public, in which the aggregate 
population of that county, as returned to him 
officially, is put at seven thousand nine hundred 
and sixty-thitee, making, as you will see by com- 
■ Ith the statements of the committee, 
gc „.,„ess in favor of the official and reli- 
statement procured from the clerk, under 

thing is true in regard to Atchison 
county. There are at least one thousand more 
people in that couoty than are reported by this 
Committee on Elections. There are three thou- 
sand more people in my own county---the 
county of Leave nworth-^than are allowed, in 
that report. Taking these statements all to- 
gether, and this census, as it is completed in 
ftiis report — which is a gwasi-Offieial census, be- 
cause the supplementary returns are completed 
by the Legislature, or under their sanction— we 
find a population of over ninety-seven thousand 

EBOple. I do not doubt, in reality, that it is one 
undred thousand, 

Mr. BARKSDALEV'Thegentlemansaysthis 
census was ordered by the people. I desire to 
know if the gentleman means that the Terri- 
torial Legislature ordered It? 

Mr. PARROTT. That is what I mean. So 
much, then, for the census ; so much for the 
registered vote, and so much for the votes act- 
ually polled in three general elections in the 
Territory. Now, when Oregon was before the 
House for admission, Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, 
then the leader of that side of the Honse, and 
particularly upon that question, placed great 
emphasis upon the fact that the taxable prop- 
erty of Oregon furuiahed sufficient data upon 
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which to compute the popalation of that Terri- 
tory. And I Bay now that the $15,000,000 
property listed by the asaessora, aad reported 
to the Legislalure by the auditor of the Terri- 
tocjj would ^ive that Territory over one hua- 



a. of the State rf Ohio, for 



torj, would give that Temtorj 
dred and filly thousand popuii 
ted upoa lie basia. of the Sta 
example. 

I do not claim infallibility for auy Bach test, 
because I remember that Mr. Stephens got 
about two hundred and fifty thousand paople in 
Oregon by that caleulatiou, while nobody be- 
lieves that fifty thousand were there. But as 
that has been made one of the bases of calcu- 
lation in ascertaining the population of a Terri- 
tory, it is no more than just aad fair that it 
should be Hubmitted to the House upoa this 
""'■••'■ — How, one word to the other class of 
to wit: those who stick for a legal 
/ the federal authorities. Why did 
you not take the census according to the law ? 
Not only have you failed to do ao ; but more, 
you expressly declined to do so, by defeating 
an appropriation last year in the Senate which 
you had the power to carry. It seems to 
you stultify yourselves ; " no one can take 
vaulage of his own wrong." This is a wai 
of the point. Otherwise you might make i 
esclusion perpetual, or at least dependent 
your will, by refusing to take a census from 
time to time. We show the popalation ; to 
count them was your business, not ours. More- 
over, I desire to observe in this place, as con- 
clusive of the "animus" of the Administration 
or Lecompton party, that the United States 
marshal of Kansas applied last summer to the 
Secretary of the Interior for permission to take 
the census, proposing to wait for his pay till 
Congress should make aa appropriation for that 
purpose. The offer was declined; much, I 
think, to the advantage of the marshal. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, allow me to say a word 
in regard to another ground of objection, and 
that is in respect to the Indians, which so 
trouble the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Clark.] It seems to me to be a sufficient and 
complete answer to all that has been said in 
respect to these Indian reservations, that if the 
rights of the Indians do rest upon a treaty 
stipulation, then the State Constitution, as to 
that treaty, is inoperative and void. A treaty 
stipulation is well known to be a higher law 
than a State Constitution, and hence, pro tuTiio, 
to the extent that they conflict, the treaty stipu 
lation will bear down the State Constitution, 
and this reserve will stand. It appears to be 
the object of the gentleman from Missouri and 
his party, having failed to crush out the white 
man in Kansas by thrusting the black bond- 
man upon him, now to strike another blow by 
putting the red man in the path of his future 
progress. This new-born sympathy cornea from 
<■ suspicious quarter, and at a suspicious time, 
ind I must be allowed to say that I believe it 
.0 be manuiactuced for the occasion. What 



are the facts? The facts are, that the Chero- 
kee nation always repudiated the possession 
of this strip of neutral land. I spoke the 
other day with the chief of that semi civil- 
ized nation, and he said that the treaty of 
1835 was known among his people as the 
squaw treaty; " that jt was brought about by 
the imbecility or intoxicatjon of the head men 
of the nation ; that this strip of land was im- 
posed upon them in lieu of $500,000, which the 
Government ha'd stipulated and agreed to pay. 
Now they are here, and for what purpose 7 To 
complain that we have extended our bound- 
aries over the neutral land, and to complain of 
a violation of treaty stipulation ? Not at all. 
They are here to complain that the Goyem- 
ment will insist upon their having that piece of 
land, which they did not want and never did 
own. They are soliciting the President to open 
negotiations, looking to a retrocession of this 
tract. I have no doubt that this will, ere long, 
be brought about. 

Mr.HINDMAN. As the gentleman has re- 
ferred to the attitude held by the Cherokee 
delegation here, I can speak, from personal 
knowledge, as to the position they occupy in 
regard to that neutral land. They do protest 

fainst including that territory within the limits 
any organized State or Territory. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Allow me 
ine question. Did the Indians take possession, 
.nd ate they now inhabiting this land? 

Mr. PARROTT. I was going to observe fur- 
ther, Mr. Speaker, in respect to the facts i)f this 
case, that, instead of the Indians having assert- 
ed any ownership or inhabitancy in that tract 
known as th^ " neutral land," there are 10-4*7 
at least seven hundred white families living on 
that reservation. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Will the gentleman allow 
me to state, further, that these parties are there 
n violation of the rights of the Cherokee na- 
.ion ; and that they have been notified tiy the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs that they must 
remove from the land which they are occupying 
uniawfiilly 7 

Mr. PARROTT. That is another question. 
The gentleman from Arkansas ,has not heard 
of their- going off; and he will not, in my 



Mr. MAYNARD. I ask whether this bound- 
ary does not include other Indian lands besides 
these neutral lands ? 

Mr. PAEROTT. No, sir. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I am informed very differ- 

Mr. PARROTT. It does not. And, more- 
er, the setting off this tract of land to the 
Cherokees was itself a violation of this treaty, 
(I hope the gentleman from Missouri will pay 
attention to what I am saying,) which pro- 
vided that the territory to be given to the 
Cherokees should be a eompaet territory ; where- 
as there is another piece of territory extending 
between the Cherokee neutral lands and the 



=iGoogle 



=iGoogle 



